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Some branches of expenditure, however,
such as national defence, have their amounts
determined by circumstances which a Govern-
ment cannot seriously modify. Thus the
Government of the United Kingdom finds
itself compelled to spend about 60 millions,
of the annual total of 120 millions that it
would otherwise have at its disposal, on the
requirements of the army and navy; and
beside this 60 millions must be set the
greater part of the annual interest charge
involved by its huge national debt (750
millions), the bulk of which has been in-
curred in connexion with previous military
operations. Similarly the Indian Empire
(in spite of the fact that the chief part of
its defence is sustained by the British
navy free of charge1) finds itself com-
pelled to spend on Defence purposes nearly
20 millions out of a total of 47 millions of
net revenue (though it has no debt burden

1 India bears the cost of the upkeep of Aden, which may
perhaps be classed as naval expenditure, the importance of
Aden being mainly strategic. The "marine" charges
included under the heading of Defence amount to less than
half a million and are incurred for the upkeep of war-ships
that serve purposes partaking chiefly of the nature of police
functions.